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growing belief in reincarnation, and by many also a sneaking
fondness for the idea of the transmigration of souls, even those
who with superiority scoff at the soothsayer when opportunity
presents itself, are not shy of a visit to the modern witch of
Endor..

In Delhi there had congregated the most famous Pundits
from all India, and many of the most illustrious came to sit at
their feet.

It may not be difficult for a shrewd observer of human nature
to guess at the thoughts which are passing through the mind of
someone in close contact, especially after that observer has thrown
out even the most delicate of hints. This is the strength of the
seer of Kensington. He, or more usually she, can make a half-
guess at the anxiety or distress, the curiosity and waywardness
of human nature, especially that most powerful urge of the
affections which brings the client into the parlour.

" A man, tall, fair, with blue eyes." There is always one such
in the past, and probably in the present, of every female visitor ;
and for the men, " She is fair, with the glint of autumn leaves in
her hair ": or " She is dark as the raven, tall and slim/3 It matters
not. " Beware ! " Though why these warnings are necessary
in Kensington has always passed my comprehension. Surely it
would be more exciting and romantic for the client, if urged in
the language of " the movies," " O.K. Go to it, kid ! " And
if the soothsayer had better knowledge of human nature she or
he would know that that was the message of welcome and
encouragement which the client desired, and that he was just
bursting to " go to it," even without any obvious encouragement
from the other side.

In Hindustan, since life's most tantalizing moments are the
genesis, the creed and the spirituality of the Hindu religion, the
Pundits found the necessity to cloak with discretior suggestions
which might be counted against them as being indiscreet. They
possess power. And that is the strange hypnotic power of the
organized mind of the East over the frailties and hypocrisies of
the West. If the East desires love, it takes it, or, as a woman,
offers it freely ; while the conventions of Europe cloak it behind
repressions, or prefer to call it by any different name*

The Hindu fortune-teller will sit before his suppliant taking
his hands in his own, lightly touching him. He will draw near
so that he is knee to knee, and then with his black eyes he will
search the face of the sitter, examine its contours, seeking